Under the support of the National Basic Research Program from The Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) of the People's Republic of China, a project entitled BMechanisms and Influences of Decadal Climate Change in Global Arid and Semi-arid Regions^was conducted during the period of 2012-2016. This special issue assembles the papers that were directly funded by the grant or solicited to represent a broad range of topics, which are briefly reviewed below.
historical and future drought changes . These results provide a solid background for assessing the vulnerability of and risk to water resources over arid and semi-arid areas under the combined effects of decadal drought and human activities .
These research findings have helped advance our systematic understanding of the mechanisms and influences of decadal drought in global arid and semi-arid regions from perspectives of natural processes and human activities. They also have provided theories and methods for projecting future decadal scale droughts as well as services for regional and social sustainability.
